

Sen. Kennedy Likes His District Lines, But Insists That’s Not The Point
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The final LATFOR public hearing on the Senate and Assembly lines took place in Buffalo today. Sen. Tim Kennedy, a freshman Democrat, was on hand to show the flag for his conference and reiterate the minority’s call for Gov. Andrew Cuomo to keep his word and veto the maps drawn by the majorities in either house. 

Ironically, Kennedy admitted he fared pretty well in the LATFOR redistricting process, thanks to the Senate GOP’s effort to gerrymander as many Democrats as possible OUT of their WNY members’ districts – particularly for Kennedy’s fellow freshman, Sen. Mark Grisanti. 

“The proposed 58th district is actually good for me personally, but this isn’t about me personally,” Kennedy said. “I’m the only Democrat west of Syracuse in the New York State Senate. So, what the Senate Republicans did was they put all the Democrats in my district.”

“So, while it might work for me, it doesn’t work for the community as a whole here in Western New York and it doesn’t work for the communities across New York State. Minority communities have been disenfranchised. Neighborhoods have been cut in half.”

“And the fact of the matter is these are Albany incumbents that are drawing lines based upon what’s best for them and in their own best interest rather than in the best interest of the community at large. And it’s wrong, and it needs to be stopped. We’re calling on the governor to veto these lines.”
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